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PREFACE.

Tae advantages of such a synoptical view of literature as
displays its various departments in their simultaneous con-
dition through an extensive period, and in their mutual
dependency, seem too manifest to be disputed. And, as
we possess little of this kind in our own language, I have
been induced to undertake that to which I am, in some
respects at least, very unequal, but which no more capable
person, as far as I could judge, was likely to perform. In
offering to the public this introduction to the literary his-
tory of three centuries — for I cannot venture to give it a
title of more pretension — it is convenient to state my
general secondary sources of information, exclusive of the
acquaintance I possess with original writers; and, at the
same time, by showing what has already been done, and
what is left undone, to furnish a justification of my own
undertaking. .

The history of literature belongs to modern, and chiefly
to almost recent times. 'The nearest approach to it that the
ancients have left us is contained in a single chapter of
Quintilian, the first of the tenth book, wherein he passes
rapidly over the names and characters of the poets, orators,
and historians of Greece and Rome. This, however, is
but a sketch; and the valuable work of Diogenes Laertius
preserves too little of chronological order to pass for a
bistory of ancient philosophy, though it has supplied
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much of the materials for all that has been written on
the subject.

In the sixteenth century, the great increase of publica-
tions, and the devotion to learning which distinguished
that period, might suggest the scheme of a universal
literary history. Conrad Gesner, than whom no one, by
extent and variety of erudition, was more fitted for the
labour, appears to have framed a plan of this kind. What
he has published, the Bibliotheca Universalis, and the
Pandectee Universales, are, taken together, the materials
that might have been thrown into an historical form; the
one being an alphabetical catalogue of authors and their
writings; the other a digested and minute index to all
departments of knowledge, in twenty-one books, each
divided into titles, with short references to the texts- of
works on every head in his comprehensive classification.
The order of time is therefore altogether disregarded.
Possevin, an Italian Jesuit, made somewhat a nearer
approach to this in his Bibuotheca Selecta, published at
Rome in 1593. Though his partitions are rather ency-
clopeedic than historical, and his method, especially in the
first volume, is chiefly argumentative, he gives under each
chapter a nearly chronological catalogue of authors, and
sometimes a short account of their works.

Lord Bacon, in the second book De augmentis scienti-
arum, might justly deny, notwithstanding these defective
works of the preceding century, that any real history of
letters had been written; and he compares that of the
world, wanting this, to a statue of Polypheme deprived
of his single eye. He traces the method of supplying
this deficiency in one of those luminous and compre-
hensive passages which bear the stamp of his vast mind :
the origin and antiquities of every science, the methods by
which it has been taught, the sects and controversies it has
accasioned, the colleges and academies in which it has
been cultivated, its relation to civil government and com-
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mon society, the physical or temporary causes which have
influenced its condition, form, in his plan, as essential a
part of such a history, as the lives of famous authors, and
the books they have produced.

No one has presumed to fill up the outline which Bacon
himself could but sketch; and most part of the seventeenth
century passed away with few efforts on the part of the
learned to do justice to their own occupation ; for we can
hardly make an exception for the Prodromus Historiae
Literarize (Hamburg, 1659) of Lambecius, a very learned
German, who, having framed a magnificent scheme of a
universal history of letters, was able to carry it no farther
than the times of Moses and Cadmus. But, in 1688,
Daniel Morhof, professor at Kiel in Holstein, published
his well-known Polyhistor, which received considerable
additions in the next age at the hands of Fabricius, and
is still found in every considerable library.

Morhof appears to have had the method of Possevin in
some measure before his eyes; but the lapse of a century,
so rich in erudition as the seventeenth, had prodigiously
enlarged the sphere of literary history. The precise object,
however, of the Polyhistor, as the word imports, is to

direct, on the most ample plan, the studies of a single .

scholar. Several chapters, that seem digressive in an his-
torical light, are to be defended by this consideration. In
his review of books in every province of literature, Morhof
adopts a sufficiently chronological order; his judgments
are short, but usually judicious; his erudition so copious,
that later writers have freely borrowed from, and, in many
parts, added little to the enumeration of the Polyhistor.
But he is far more conversant with writers in Latin than
the modern languages; and, in particular, shows a scanty
acquaintance with English literature.

Another century had elapsed, when the honour of first
accomplishing a comprehensive synopsis of literary history
in a more regular form than Morhof, was the reward of

A3
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Andrés, a Spanish Jesuit, who, after the dissolution of his
order, passed the remainder of his life in Italy. He pub-
lished at Parma, in different years, from 1782 to 1799, his
Origine Progresso e Stato attuale d’ ogni Litteratura. The
first edition is in five volumes quarto ; but I have made use
of that printed at Prato 1806, in twenty octavo volumes.
Andres, though a Jesuit, or perhaps because a Jesuit,
accommodated himself in some measure to the tone of the
age wherein his book appeared, and is always temperate,
and often candid. His learning is very extensive in sur-
face, and sometimes minute and curious, but not, generally
speaking, profound; his style is flowing, but diffuse and
indefinite ; his characters of books have a vagueness un-
pleasant to those who seek for precise notions; his taste is
correct, but frigid ; his general views are not injudicious, but
display a moderate degree of luminousness or philosophy.
This work is, however, an extraordinary performance,
embracing both ancient and modern literature in its full
extent, and, in many parts, with little assistance from any
former publication of the kind. It is far better known on
the continent than in England, where I have not fre-
quently seen it quoted ; nor do I believe it is common in
our private libraries.

A few years after the appearance of the first volumes of
Andres, some of the most eminent among the learned of
Germany projected a universal history of modern arts
and sciences on a much larger scale. Each single pro-
vince, out of eleven, was deemed sufficient for the labours
of one man, if they were to be minute and exhaustive of
the subject: among others, Bouterwek undertook poetry
and polite letters; Buhle speculative philosophy; Kastner
the mathematical sciences; Sprengel anatomy and medi-
cine; Heeren classical philology. The general survey
of the whole seeme to have been assigned to Eichhorn.
So vast a scheme was not fully exécuted ; but we owe to
it some standard works, to which I have been considerably
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indebted. Eichhorn published, in 1796 and 1799, two
volumes, intended as the beginning of a General History
of the Cultivation and Literature of modern Europe, from
the twelfth to the eighteenth century. But he did not
confine himself within the remoter limit; and his second
volume, especially, expatiates on the dark ages that suc-
ceeded the fall of the Roman empire. In consequence,
perhaps, of this diffuseness, and also of the abandonment,
for some reason with which I am unacquainted, of a large
portion of the original undertaking, Eichhorn prosecuted
this work mo farther in its original form. But, altering
slightly its title, he published, some years afterwards, an
independent universal ¢ History of Literature” from the
earliest ages to his own. This is comprised in six volumes,
the first having appeared in 1805, the last in 1811.

The execution of these volumes is very unequal. Eich-
born was conversant with oriental, with theological liter-
ature, especially of his own country, and in general with
that contained in the Latin language. But he seems to
bave been slightly acquainted with that of the modern lan-
guages, and with most branches of science. He is more
specific, more chronological, more methodical in his distri-
bution than Andrés: his reach of knowledge, on the other
hand, is less comprehensive; and though I could praise
neither highly for eloquence, for taste, or for philosophy, 1
should incline to give the preference in all these to the
Spanish Jesuit. But the qualities above mentioned render
Eichhorn, on the whole, more satisfactory to the student.

These are the only works, as far as I know, which de-
serve the name of general histories of literature, embracing
all subjects, all ages, and all nations. If there are others,
they must, I conoeive, be too superficial to demand atten-
tion. But in one country of Europe, and only in one, we
find a national history so comprehensive as to leave uncom-
memorated no part of its literary labour. This was first
executed by Tiraboschi, a Jesuit born at Bergamo, and in

A4
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his later years, librarian of the Duke of Modena, in twelve
volumes quarto : Ihave used the edition published at Rome
in 1785. It descends to the close of the seventeenth century.
In full and clear exposition, in minute and exact investi-
gation of facts, Tiraboschi has few superiors; and such is
his good sense in criticism, that we must regret the sparing
use he has made of it. But the principal object of Tira-
boschi was biography. A writer of inferior reputation,
Corniani, in his Secoli della litteratura Italiana dopo il suo
risorgimento, (Brescia, 9 vols., 1804—1813,) has gone more
closely to an appreciation of the numerous writers whom
he passes in review before our eyes. Though his method
is biographical, he pursues sufficiently the order of chrono-
logy to come into the class of literary historians. Corniani
is not much esteemed by some of his countrymen, and
does not rise to a very elevated point of philosophy; but
his erudition appears to me considerable, his judgments
generally reasonable ; and his frequent analyses of books
gives him one superiority over Tiraboschi.

The Histoire Littéraire de I'Italie, by Ginguéné, is well
known: he had the advantage of following Tiraboschi;
and could not so well, without his aid, have gone over a
portion of the ground, including in his scheme, as he did,
the Latin learning of Italy; but he was very conversant
with the native literature of the language, and has, not a
little prolixly, doubtless, but very usefully, rendered much
of easy access to Europe, which must have been sought in
scarce volumes, and was in fact known by name to a small
part of the world. The Italians are ungrateful if they
deny their obligations to Ginguéné.

France has, I believe, no work of any sort, even an in-
different one, on the universal history of her own literature ;
nor can we claim for ourselves a single attempt of the most
superficial kind. Warton’s History of Poetry contains
much that bears on our general learning ; but it leaves us
about the accession of Elizabeth.
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Far more has been accomplished in the history of parti-
cular departments of literature. In the general history of
philosophy, omitting a few older writers, Brucker deserves
to lead the way. There has been of late years some dis-
position to depreciate his laborious performance, as not suf-
ficiently imbued with a metaphysical spirit, and as not
rendering with clearness and truth the tenets of the philo-
sophers whom he exhibits. But the Germany of 1744 was
not the Germany of Kant and Fichte; and possibly
Brucker may not have proved the worse historian for
having known little of recent theories. The latter objec-
tion is more material ; in some instances he seems to me
not quite equal to his subject. But upon the whole he is
of eminent usefulness; copious in his extracts, impartial
and candid in his judgments.

In the next age after Brucker, the great fondness of the
German learned both for historical and philosophical inves-
tigation produced more works of this class than I know by
name, and many more than I have read. The most cele-
brated, perhaps, is that of Tennemann; but of which I
only know the abridgment, translated into French by M.
Victor Cousin, with the title Manuel de I’Histoire de Phi-
losophie. Buhle, one of the society above mentioned,
whose focus was at Gottingen, contributed his share to their
scheme in a History of Philosophy from the revival of
letters. This I have employed through the French trans-
lation in six volumes. Buhle, like Tennemann, has very
evident obligations to Brucker; but his own erudition was
extensive, and his philosophical acuteness not inconsider-
able.

The history of poetry and eloquence, or fine writing, was
published by Bouterwek, in twelve volumes octavo. Those
parts which relate to his own country, and to Spain and
Portugal, have been of more use to me than the rest.
Many of my readers must be acquainted with the Littéra-
ture du Midi, by M. Sismondi; a work written in that

1X



PREFACE.

flowing and graceful style which distinguishes the author,
and succeeding in all that it seeks to give,— a pleasing and
popular, yet not superficial or unsatisfactory, account of the
best authors in the southern languages. We have nothing
historical as to our own poetry but the prolix volumes of
Warton. They have obtained, in my opinion, full as much
credit as they deserve: without depreciating a book in
which so much may be found, and which has been so great
a favourite with the literary part of the public, it may be
observed that its errors as to fact, especially in names and
dates, are extraordinarily frequent, and that the criticism,
in points of taste, is not of a very superior kind.

Heeren undertook the history of classical literature,—a
great desideratum, which no one had attempted to supply.
But unfortunately he has only given an introduction, car-
rying us down to the close of the fourteenth century, and a
history of the fifteenth. These are so good, that we must
much lament the want of the rest; especially as I am aware
of nothing to fill up the vacuity. Eichhorn, however, is
here of considerable use.

In the history of mathematical science, I have had re-
course chiefly to Montucla, and, as far as he conducts us, to
Kistner, whose catalogue and analysis of mathematical
works is far more complete, but his own observations less
perspicuous and philosophical. Portal’s History of Ana-
tomy, and some other books, to which I have always referred,
and which it might be tedious to enumerate, have enabled
me to fill a few pages with what I could not be expected to
give from any original research. But several branches of
literature, using the word, as I generally do, in the most
general sense far the knowledge imparted through books,
are as yet deficient in any thing that approaches to a real
history of their progress.

The materials of literary history must always be derived
in great measure from biographical collections, those es-
pecially, which intermix a certain portion of criticism
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with mere facts. There are some, indeed, which are al-
most entirely of this description. Adrian Baillet, in his
Jugemens des Scavans, published in 1685, endeavoured to
collect the suffrages of former critics on the merits of all
past authors. Hisdesign was only executed in a small part,
and hardly extends beyond grammarians, translators, and
poets; the latter but imperfectly. Baillet gives his quota-
tionsin French, and sometimes mingles enough of his own
to raise him above a mere compiler, and to have drawn down
the animosity of some contemporaries. Sir Thomas Pope
Blount is a perfectly unambitious writer of the same class.
His Censura celebriorum autorum, published in 1690, con-
tains nothing of his own, except a few short dates of each
author’s life, but diligently brings together the testimonies of
preceding critics. Blount omits no class, nor any age ; his
arrangement is nearly chronological, and leads the reader
from the earliest records of literature to hisown time. The
polite writers of modern Europe, and the men of science, do
not receive their full share of attention; but this volume,
though not, I think, much in request at present, is a very
convenient accession to any scholar’s library.

Bayle’s Dictionary, published in 1697, seems at first
sight an inexhaustible magazine of literary history. Those
who are conversant with it know that it frequently dis-
appoints their curiosity; names of great eminence are
sought in vain, or are very slightly treated; the reader is
lost in episodical notes, perpetually frivolous, and dis-
gusted with an author who turns away at every moment
from what is truly interesting to some idle dispute of his
own time, or some contemptible indecency. Yet the
numerous quotations contained in Bayle, the miscellaneous
copiousness of his erudition, as well as the good sense and
acuteness he can always display when it is his inclination
to do so, render his dictionary of great value, though I
think chiefly to those who have made a tolerable progress
in general literature.

Xi
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The title of a later work by Pére Niceron, Mémoires
pour servir & I’ histoire des hommes illustres de la répub-
lique des lettres, avec un catalogue raisonné de leurs
ouvrages, in forty-three volumes 12mo, published at Paris

from 1727 to 1745, announces something rather different

from what it contains. The number of *illustrious men”
recorded by Niceron is about 1600, chiefly of the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries. The names, as may be anti-
cipated, are frequently very insignificant;. and, in return,
not a few of real eminence, especially when protestant,
and above all English, are overlooked, or erroneously
mentioned. No kind of arrangement is observed; it is
utterly impossible to conjecture in what volume of Niceron
any article will be discovered. A succinct biography,
though fuller than the mere dates of Blount, is followed
by short judgments on the author’s works, and by a cata-
logue of them, far more copious, at least, than had been

- given by any preceding bibliographer. It is a work of

much utility ; but the more valuable parts have been trans-
fused into later publications.

The English Biographical Dictionary was first published
in 1761. 1 speak of this edition with some regard, from
its having been the companion of many youthful hours;
but it is rather careless in its general execution. It is
sometimes ascribed to Birch; but I suspect that Heathcote
had more to do with it. After several successive enlarge-
ments, an edition of this dictionary was published in
thirty-two volumes, from 1812 to 1817, by Alexander
Chalmers, whose name it now commonly bears. Chalmers
was a man of very slender powers, relatively to the mag-
nitude of such a work; but his life had been passed in
collecting small matters of fact, and he has added much of
this kind to British biography. He inserts, beyond any
one else, the most insignificant names, and quotes the
most wretched authorities. But as the faults of excess, in
such collections, are more pardonable than those of omis-

e .
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sion, we cannot deny the value of his Biographical Diec-
tionary, especially as to our own country, which has not
fared well at the hands of foreigners.

Coincident nearly in order of time with Chalmers, but
more distinguished in merit, is the Biographie Universelle.
The eminent names appended to a large proportion of the
articles contained in its fifty-two volumes, are vouchers for
the ability and erudition it displays. There is doubtless
much inequality in the performance; and we are some-
times disappointed by a superficial notice, where we had
aright to expect most. English literature, though more
amply treated than had been usual on the Continent, and
with the benefit of Chalmers’s contemporaneous volumes,
is still not fully appreciated: our chief theological writers,
especially, are passed over almost in silence. There seems,
on the other hand, a redundancy of modern French names ;
those, above all, who have, even obscurely and insigni-
ficantly, been connected with the history of the Revolution;
a fault, if it be one, which is evidently gaining ground in
the supplementary volumes. But I must speak respectfully
of a work to which I owe so much, and without which,
probably, I should never have undertaken the present.

I will not here characterise several works of more limited
biography ; among which are the Bibliotheca Hispana Nova
of Antonio, the Biographia Britannica, the Bibliothéque
Francaise of Goujet; still less is there time to enumerate
particular lives, or those histories which relate to short
periods, among the sources of literary knowledge. It will
be presumed, and will appear by my references, that I
have employed such of them as came within my reach.

But I am sensible that, in the great multiplicity of books -

of ‘this kind, and especially in their prodigious increase on
the continent of late years, many have been overlooked
from which I might have improved these volumes. The
press is indeed so active, that no year passes without ac-
cessions to our knowledge, even historically considered,
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upon some of the multifarious subjects which the present
volumes embrace. An author who waits till all requisite
materials are accumulated to his hands, is but watching
the stream that will run on for ever; and though I am
fully sensible that I could have much improved what is
now offered to the public by keeping it back for a longer
time, I should but then have had to lament the impossibility
of exhausting my subject. EIOIEI, the modest phrase
of the Grecian sculptors, but expresses the imperfection
that attaches to every work of literary industry or of philo-
sophical investigation. But I have other warnings to bind
up my sheaves while I may,— my own advancing years, and
the gathering in the heavens.

.1 have quoted, to my recollection, no passage which I
have not seen in its own place ; though I may possibly have
transcribed in some instances, for the sake of convenience,
from a secondary authority. Without censuring those who
suppress the immediate source of their quotations, I may
justly say that in nothing I have given to the public has
it been practised by myself. But I have now and then in-
serted in the text characters of books that I have not read
on the faith of my guides; and it may be the case that in-
timation of this has not been always given to the reader

It is very likely that omissions, not, I trust, of great
consequence, will be detected; I might in fact say that I
am already aware of them; but perhaps these will be can-
didly ascribed to the numerous ramifications of the subject,
and the necessity of writing in a different order from that
in which the pages are printed. And I must add that some
omissions have been intentional : an accumulation of petty
facts, and especially of names to which little is attached,
fatigues unprofitably the attention; and as this is very fre-
quent in works that necessarily demand condensation, and
cannot altogether be avoided, it was desirable to make some
sacrifice in order to palliate the inconvenience. This will
be found, among many other instances, in the account of
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the Italisn learned of the fifteenth century, where I might
easily have doubled the enumeration, but with little satis-
faction to the reader.

But, independently of such slighter omissions, it will
appear that a good deal is wanting in these volumes, which
some might expect in a history of literature. Such a his-
tory has often contained so large a proportion of biography,
that a work in which it appears very scantily or hardly at
all, may seem deficient in necessary information. It might
be replied, that the limits to which I have confined myself,
and beyond which it is not easy perhaps, in the present age,
to obtain readers, would not admit of this extension; but
I may add, that any biography of the authors of these cen-
turies, which is not servilely compiled from a few known
books of that class, must be far too immense an under-
taking for one man, and besides its extent and difficulty,
would have been particularly irksome to myself, from the
waste of time, as I deem it, which an inquiry into trifling
facts entails. I have more scruple about the omission of
extracts from some of the poets and best writers in prose,
without which they can be judged very unsatisfactorily ;
but in this also I have been influenced by an unwillingness
to multiply my pages beyond a reasonable limit. But I
have, in some instances, at least in the later periods, gone
more largely into analyses of considerable works than has
hitherto been usual. These are not designed to serve as
complete abstracts, or to supersede, instead of exciting,
the reader’s industry; but I have felt that some books of
traditional reputation are less fully known than they de-
serve.

Some departments of literature are passed over, or par-
tially touched. Among the former are books relating to
particular arts, as agriculture or painting, or to subjects of

merely local interest, as those of English law. Among the

latter is the great and extensive portion of every library,
the historical. Unless where history has been written with
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peculiar beauty of language, or philosophical spirit, I have
generally omitted all mention of it; in our researches after
truth of fact, the number of books that possess some value
is exceedingly great, and would occupy a disproportionate
space in such a general view of literature as the present.
For a similar reason, I have not given its numerical share
to theology.

It were an impertinence to anticipate, for the sake of
obviating, the possible criticism of a public which has a
right to judge, and for whose judgments I have had so
much cause to be grateful, nor less so to dictate how it
should read what it is not bound to read at all; but per-
haps I may be allowed to say, that I do not wish this to be
considered as a book of reference on particular topics, in
which point of view it must often appear to disadvantage ;
and that, if it proves of any value, it will be as an entire
and synoptical work.
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INTRODUCTION

TO THE

LITERATURE OF EUROPE

IN THE FIFTEENTH, SIXTEENTH, AND
- SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES.

ERRATA.

Page 32. note {, for first six read first and sixth,
$4. note, for auli a read aulza.
47. line 15. for Gaimnar read Gaimar.
65. line 20h geistlich read geistig.
96. note *, line 7. for Glossagraphorum read Glossographorum,
llfg. line 2‘2/.5'/61- golecmﬁeon read Policratrion.
. note $, for end of the fifteenth read first of the sixteenth.
502. last line, for 1526 read 1521. part
548, line 2. for actual read astral. -
584, 'line 18. for verse [second time] read sense.

1. Avthousn the subject of these volumes does cHAP.
not comprehend the literary history of Europe, .
anterior to the commencement of the fifteenth Retrospect
century, a period as nearly coinciding as can be in middle’
expected in any arbitrary division of time, with &3.""™"
what is usually denominated the revival of let-

ters, it appears necessary to prefix such a general
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INTRODUCTION

TO THE

LITERATURE OF EUROPE

IN THE FIFTEENTH, SIXTEENTH, AND
SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES.

CHAPTER 1.

ON THE GENERAL STATE OF LITERATURE IN THE
MIDDLE AGES TO THE END OF THE FOURTEENTH
CENTURY.

Loss of ancient Learning in the Fall of the Roman Empire — First Symp-
toms of its Revival — Improvement in the Twelfth Century — Uni-
versities and Scholastic Philosophy — Origin of Modern I.anguages —
Early Poetry — Provengal, French, German, and Spanish — English
Language and Literature — Increase of Elementary Knowledge —
Invention of Paper — Roman Jurisprudence — Cultivation quhuuul
Literature — Its Decline after the Twelfth Century — Less visible in
Italy — Petrarch.

1. AvtroucH the subject of these volumes does cuaPp.
not comprehend the literary history of Europe, r
anterior to the commencement of the fifteenth ,

. . e e of learning
century, a period as nearly coinciding as can be in middle
expected in any arbitrary division of time, with 53, "™
what is usually denominated the revival of let-
ters, it appears necessary to prefix such a general
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retrospect of the state of knowledge for some
preceding ages, as will illustrate its subsequent
progress. In this, however, the reader is not to
expect a regular history of medieval literature,
which would be nothing less than the extension
of a scheme already, perhaps, too much beyond
my powers of execution.*

2. Every one is well aware, that the establish-
ment of the barbarian nations on the ruins of the
Roman empire in the West, was accompanied or
followed by an almost universal loss of that learn-
ing which had been accumulated in the Latin and
Greek languages, and which we call ancient or
classical ; a revolution long prepared by the de-
cline of taste and knowledge for several preced-
ing ages, but accelerated by public calamities in
the fifth century with overwhelming rapidity.
The last of the ancients, and one who forms a
link between the classical period of literature and
that of the Middle Ages, in which he was a fa-
vourite author, is Boethius, a man of fine genius,
and interesting both from his character and his
death. Itis well known, that, after filling the
dignities of Consul and Senator in the court of
Theodoric, he fell a victim to the jealousy of a
sovereign, from whose memory, in many respects
glorious, the stain of that blood has never been
effaced. The Consolation of Philosophy, the chief

* The subject of the followin
chapter has been already treaf
b{ me in another work, the History
of Europe during the Middle Ages.
T have not thought it necessary to
repeat all that is there said : the

reader, if he is acquainted with
those volumes, may consider the
ensuing p?es partly as supple-
mental, and partly as correcting
the former where they contain any
thing inconsistent.
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work of Boethius, was written in his prison. Few cHaAP.
books are more striking from the circumstances of i
their production. Last of the classic writers, in

style not impure, though displaying too lavishly

that poetic exuberance which had distinguished

the two or three preceding centuries, in elevation

of sentiment equal to any of the philosophers, and
mingling a Christian sanctity with their lessons,

he speaks from his prison in the swan-like tones

of dying eloquence. The philosophy that con-

soled him in bonds, was soon required in the
sufferings of a cruel death. Quenched in his
blood, the lamp he had trimmed with a skilful

hand gave no more light ; the language of Tully

and Virgil soon ceased to be spoken; and many

ages were to pass away, before learned diligence
restored its purity, and the union of genius with
imitation taught a few modern writers to surpass in
eloquence the latinity of Boethius.

8. The downfall of learning and eloquence, Rapid de-
after the death of Boethius in 524, was incon- lcaming in
ceivably rapid. His contemporary Cassiodorus, gy
Isidore of Seville, and Martianus Capella, the
earliest, but worst, of the three, by very indifferent
compilations, and that encyclopedic method which
Heeren observes to be an usual concomitant of
declining literature, superseded the use of the
great ancient writers, with whom, indeed, in the
opinion of Meiners, they were themselves ac-
quainted only through similar productions of the
fourth and fifth centuries. Isidore speaks of the
rthetorical works of Cicero and Quintilian as too

B 2




4

CHAP.

A portion
remains in
the church.

LITERATURE OF EUROPE

diffuse to be read.* The authorities upon which
they founded their scanty course of grammar, logic,
and rhetoric were chiefly obscure writers, no
longer extant. But themselves became the oracles
of the succeeding period, wherein the trivium and
quadrivium, a course of seven sciences, introduced
in the sixth century, were taught from their jejune
treatises.t

4. This state of general ignorance lasted, with
no very sensible difference, on a superficial view, for
about five centuries, during which every sort of
knowledge was almost wholly confined to the
ecclesiastical order. But among them, though
instances of gross ignorance were exceedingly
frequent, the necessity of preserving the Latin
language, in which the Scriptures, the canons, and

# Meiners, Vergleichung der sit-
ten, &c. des mittelalters mit de-
nen unsers Jahrhunderts, 3 vols.
Hanover, 1793. Vol. ii. p. 333.
Eichhorn, Allgemeine Geschichte
der Cultur und Litteratur, vol. ii.
p-29. Heeren, Geschichte des
studium der classischen Litteratur.
Gottingen, 1797.  These three
books, with the Histoire Litté-
raire de la France, Brucker’s
History of Philosophy, Turner’s
and Henry’s Histories of England,
Muratori’s 43d Dissertation, Tira-
boschi, and xsomc;I few others, who
will in the notes, are m
chief?&ﬁrﬁtiee for the dark agesy
But none, in a very short compass,
is equal to the third discourse of
Fleury, in the 13th volume of the
12mo. edition of his Ecclesiastical
History.

+ The trivium contained gram-
mar, logic, and rhetoric; the
quadrivium, arithmetie, geometry,
music, and astronomy, as ifi these

two lines, framed to assist the
memory : —

“ Gramu. loquitur; Dia. vera
docet; RHET. verba colorat;
Mus. canit; AR. numerat; GEo.
ponderat; AsT. colit astra.”

But most of these sciences, as
such, were hardly taught at all.
The arithmetic, for instance, of
Cassiodorus or Capella is nothi
but a few definitions mingled wi
superstitious absurdities about the
virtues of certain numbers and
figures. Meiners, ii. 339. Kiistner,
Geschichte der Mathematik, p. 8.

The arithmetic of Cassiodorus
occupies little more than two folio
pages, and does not contain one
word of the common rules. The
geometry is much the same; in
two pages we have some definitions
and axioms, but nothing farther.
His logic is longer and better, ex-
tending to sixteen folio . The
grammar is very short ang trifling,
the rhetoric the same.
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other authorities of the church, and the regular
liturgies, were written, and in which alone the cor-
respondence of their well organised hierarchy
,could be conducted, kept flowing, in the worst
seasons, a slender but living stream ; and though,
as hias been observed, no great difference may
appear, on a superficial view, between the seventh
and eleventh centuries, it would easily be shown
that, after the first prostration of learning, it was
not long in giving signs of germinating afresh,
and that a very slow and general improvement
might be dated farther back than is generally
believed.*

5. Literature was assailed in its downfall by
enemies from within as well as from without. A pre-
‘possession against secular learning had taken hold
of those ecclesiastics who gave the tone to the
rest; it was inculcated in the most extravagant
degree by Gregory I., the founder, in a great mea-
sure, of the papal supremacy, and the chief autho-
rity in the dark agest; it is even found in Alcuin,

#* M. Guizot confirms me in a
conclusion to which I had pre-
viously come, that the seventh
century is the nadir of the human
mind in Europe, and that its move-
ment in advance began before the
end of the next, or, in other words,
with Charlemagne. Hist. de la
Civilisation en France, ii. 345. A
notion probably is current in Eng-
land, on the authority of the older
writers, such as Cave or Robert-
son, that the greatest darkness was
later; which 1s true as to England
itself. It was in the seventh cen-
tury that the barbarians were first
tempted to enter the church, and
obtain bishoprics, which had, in

the first"age after their invasion,
been reserved to Romans. Fleury,
p. 18.

1 Gregory has been often
charged, on the authority of a pas-
sage in John of Salisbury, with
having burned a library of heathen
authors. He has been warmly
defended by Tiraboschi, iii. 102.
Even if the assertion of our coun-
tryman were more positive, he is
of too late an age to demand much
credit. Eichhorn, however, pro-
duces vehement expressions of
Gregory’s disreﬁard for learning,
and even for the observance of
grammatical rules. ii. 443.
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to whom so much is due, and it gave way very gra-
dually in the revival of literature. In some of the
monastic foundations, especially in that of Isidore,
though himself a man of considerable learning,
the perusal of heathen authors was prohibited.
Fortunately Benedict, whose order became 'the
most widely diffused, while he enjoined his bre-
thren to read, copy, and collect books, was silent
as to their nature, concluding, probably, that they
would be wholly religious. This, in course of
time, became the means of preserving and multi-
plying classical manuscripts. *

6. If, however, the prejudices of the clergy '
stood in the way of what we more esteem than
they did, the study of philological literature, it is
never to be forgotten, that but for them the re-
cords of that very literature would have perished.
If they had been less tenacious of their Latin
liturgy, of the vulgate translation of Scripture,
and of the authority of the fathers, it is very doubt-
ful whether less superstition would have grown
up, but we cannot hesitate to pronounce, that all
grammatical learning would have been laid aside.
The influence of the church upon learning, partly
favourable, partly the reverse, forms the subject of
Eichhorn’s second volume ; whose comprehensive
views and well directed erudition, as well as his
position in a great protestant university, give much
weight to his testimony. But we should remem-
ber also, that it is, as it were, by striking a balance
that we come to this result; and that, in many

* Heeren, p.59. Eichhorn, ii. 11. 12. 40. 49. 50.
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respects, the clergy counteracted that progress of CHAP.

improvement which, in others, may be ascribed to
their exertions.

7. It is not unjust to claim for these islands the
honour of having first withstood the dominant
ignorance, and even led the way in the restoration
of knowledge. As early as the sixth century, a
little glimmer of light was perceptible in the Irish
monasteries: and in the next, when France and
Italy had sunk in deeper ignorance, they stood,
not quite where national prejudice has sometimes
placed them, but certainly in a very respectable
position.* That island both drew students from
the Continent, and sent forth men of comparative
eminence into its schools and churches. I do not
find, however, that they contributed much to the
advance of secular, and especially of grammatical
learning. This is rather due to England, and to
the happy influence of Theodore, our first primate,
an Asiatic Greek by birth, sent hither by the pope
in 668, through whom and his companion Adrian,
some knowledge of the Latin and even Greek
languages was propagated in the Anglo-Saxon
church. The Venerable Bede, as he was after-
wards styled, early in the eighth century, surpasses
every other name of our ancient literary annals;
and, though little more than a diligent compiler
from olderwriters, may perhaps be reckoned superior
to any man the world (so low had the east sunk
like the west) then possessed. A desire of know-

# Bichhorn, ii. 176. 188.  See favourably, and with much learn-
also the first volume-of Moore’s ing and industry, but not with ex-
History of Ireland, where the travagant partiality.
claims of his country are stated

B 4'

First ap-
pearances
of reviving
learning in
Ireland and
England




8

CHAP.

schools he-
fore the age
of Charle-
magne,

LITERATURE OF EUROPE

ledge grew up; the school of York, somewhat
later, became respectable, before any liberal edu-
cation had been established in France; and from
this came Alcuin, a man fully equal to Bede in
ability, though not, probably, in erudition.* By
his assistance, and that of one or two Italians,
Charlemagne laid in his vast dominions the found-
ations of learning, according to the standard of
that age, which dispelled, at least for a time, some
part of the gross ignorance wherein his empire had
been enveloped.t

8. The praise of having originally established
schools belongs to some bishops and abbots of the
sixth century. They came in place of the im-
perial schools overthrown by the barbarians.t In
the downfall of that temporal dominion, a spiritual
aristocracy was providentially raised up, to save
from extinction the remains of learning, and reli-
gion itself. Some of those schools seem to have
been preserved in the south of Italy, though
merely, perhaps, for elementary instruction. But
in France the barbarism of the later Merovingian
period was so complete, that, before the reign of
Charlemagne, all liberal studies had come to an
end.§ Nor was Italy in a much better state at his

* Eichhorn, fi. 188. 207. 263. Gaillard, and Andrés, Origine, &c.
Hist. Litt. de la France, vols. iii. della Litteratura, i. 165.

and iv. Henry’s History of Eng-
land, vol. iv.nrzl‘urner’s istory gf
Anglo-Saxons. No one, however,
has spoken so highly or so fully
of Alcuin’s merits as M. Guizot, in
his Histoire de la Civilisation en
Fraoce, vol. ii. p.344—385.

+ Besides the above authors,
see, for the merits of Charlemagne
as a restorer of letters, his Life by

i Eichhorn, 1i.5. 45. Guizot
(vol.ii. p.116.) gives a list of the
Episcopa schools in France before

harlemagne.

§ Ante ipsum Carolum regem
in Gallia pullum fuerat studium
liberalium artium. Monachus En-
golimensis, apud Launoy de Scholis
celebrioribus. -
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accession, though he called two or three scholars CHAP.

from thence to his literary councils: the libraries
were destroyed, the schools chiefly closed ; where-
ever the Lombard dominion extended, illiteracy
was its companion.*

9. The cathedral and conventual schools, created
or restored by Charlemagne, became the means of
preserving that small portion of learning which
continued to exist. They flourished most, having
had time to produce their fruits, under his suc-
cessors Louis the Debonair, Lothaire, and Charles
the Bald.t It was, doubtless, a fortunate circum-
stance, that the revolution of language had now
gone far enough to render Latin unintelligible
without grammatical instruction. Alcuin and others
who, like him, endeavoured to keep ignorance out
of the church, were ‘anxious, we are told, to restore
orthography; or, in other words, to prevent the
written Latin from following the corruptions of
speech. They brought back, also, some knowledge
of better classical authors than had been in use.
Alcuin’s own poems could at least not have been
written by one unacquainted with Virgili: the

# Tiraboschi. Eichhorn. Hee-

ren.

1+ The reader may find more of
the history of these schools in a
little treatise by Launoy, De
Scholis celebrioribus a Car. Mag,
et m Car. Mag. instauratis ; also
in Hist. Litt. de la France, vols. iii.
andiv.; Crevier, Hist. de I'Univer-
gité de Paris, vol.i.; Brucker’s
Hist. Phil. iii.; Muratori, Dissert.
xliii.; Tiraboschi, iii. 158.; Eich-
horn, 261. 295.; Heeren, and
Fleury.

1 A poem by Alcuin, De Pon-

tificibus Ecclesiee Eboracensis, is
pu})lished Iiin Gale’s xv. Scriptores,
vol. iii. uotes a nuaﬁ:
from this, mn ing thepboo
lai:‘ York, in which we read this

@

Acer Aristoteles, rhetor atque

Thullius ingens.

Such a verse could not have come
from Alcuin; though he errs in the
quantity of syllables, where me-
mory alone could set him right, he
was not ignorant of common rules.
It is found in Gale:

Rhetor quogue Tullius ingens.
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faults are numerous, but the style is not always
inelegant ; and from this time, though quotations
from the Latin poets, especially Ovid and Virgil,
and sometimes from Cicero, are not very frequent,
they occur sufficiently to show that manuscripts
had been brought to this side of the Alps. They
were, however, very rare: Italy was still, as might
be expected, the chief depository of ancient writ-
ings ; and Gerbert speaks of the facility of obtain-
ing them in that country.*

10. The tenth century used to be reckoned by
mediseval historians the darkest part of this intel-
lectual night. It was the iron age, which they vie
with one another in describing as lost in the most
consummate ignorance. This, however, is much
rather applicable to Italy and England, than to
France and Germany. The former were both in a
deplorable state of barbarism. And there are,
doubtless, abundant proofs of ignorance in every part
of Europe. But, compared with the seventh and
eighth centuries, the tenth was an age of illumination
in France. And Meiners, who judged the middle
ages somewhat, perhaps, too severely, but with a
penetrating and comprehensive observation, of
which there had been few instances, has gone so
far as to say, that * in no age, perhaps, did Ger-
many possess more learned and virtuous church-
men of the episcopal order, than in the latter half
of the tenth, and beginning of the eleventh cen-
tury.” + Eichhorn points out indications of a more

* Nosti quot scriptores in ur- 364. The eleventh century he
bibus aut in agris Italie passim holds far more advanced in learn-
babeantur. Gerbert. Epist. 130. ing than the sixth. Books were
apud Heeren, p. 166. read in the later which no one

1 Vergleichung der sitten, ii. looked at in the earlier. P. 899.
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extensive acquaintance with ancient writers in
several French and German ecclesiastics of this
period. * In the eleventh century, this continued
to increase; and, towards its close, we find more
vigorous and extensive attempts at throwing off
the yoke of barbarous ignerance, and either re-
trieving what had been lost of ancient learning, or
supplying its place by the original powers of the
mind.

11. It is the most striking circumstance in the
literary annals of the dark ages, that they seem to
us still more deficient in native, than in acquired
ability. The mere ignorance of letters has some-
times been a little exaggerated, and admits of cer-
tain qualifications ; but a tameness and mediocrity,
- a servile habit of merely compiling from others,
runs through the writers of these centuries. It is
not only that much was lost, but that there was
nothing to compensate for it; nothing of original
genius in the province of imagination; and but
two extraordinary men, Scotus Erigena and Ger-
bert, may be said to stand out from the crowd in
literature and philosophy. It must be added, as to
the former, that his writings contain, at least in
such extracts as I have seen, unintelligible rhap-
sodies of mysticism, in which, perhaps, he should
not even have the credit of originality. Eichhorn,
however, bestows great praise on Scotus; and the
modern historians of philosophy treat him with
respect. t

‘* Allg. Gesch. ii. 335. 398. in Meiners, ii. 373.; or more fully,
4+ Extracts from John Scotus in Turners History of England,
Erigena will be found in Brucker, vol.i. 447., and Guizot, Hist. de
Hist. Philosophize, vol. iii. p. 619.; la Civilisation en France, iii. 137.

11
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12. It would be a strange hypothesis, that no
man endowed with superior gifts of nature lived in

Premleacs 50 many ages. Though the pauses of her fertility

taste.

in these high endowments are more considerable, 1
am disposed to think, than any previous calcu-
lation of probabilities would lead us to anticipate,
we could not embrace so extreme a paradox. Of
military skill, indeed, and civil prudence we are
not now speaking. But, though no man appeared
of genius sufficient to burst the fetters imposed by
ignorance and bad taste, some there must have been,
who, in a happier condition of literature, would have
been its legitimate pride. We perceive, therefore,
in the deficiencies of these writers, the effect which
an oblivion of good models, and the prevalence of
a false standard of merit, may produce in repress-
ing the natural vigour of the mind. Their style,
where they aim at eloquence, is inflated and re-
dundant, formed upon the model of the later
fathers, whom they chiefly read ; a feeble imitation
of that vicious rhetoric which had long overspread
the latinity of the empire,*

178. The reader may consult also
Buhle, Tennemann, and the ar-
t;;‘cle oln Thomas Aquinas in the

ncyclopedia Metropolitana, as-
cribed to Dr. Hampdgno Bat, per-
haps, Mr. Turner 18 the only one
of them who has seen, or at least
read, the metaphysical treatise of
John Scotus, entitled De Divisione
Naturee, in which alone we find
his hilooofhy. Itis very rare out

of nil?rn
- eug; I xlv. § 19., and
Troisiéme Discours (in vol. xiii.),
I;.:. Turner’s Hisl:og‘of Eng-
d, iv. 187., and History of

Anglo-Saxons, iil. 403. It is suf-
ficient to look at any extracts
from these writers of the dark ages
to see the justice of this censure.
Fleury, at the conclusion of his
excellent third discourse, justly
and candidly apologizes for these
five ages, as not wholly destitute
of learning, and far less of virtue.
They have been, he says, out-
rageously depreciated by the hu-
manists of the sixteenth century,
who thought good Latin superior
to every thing else; and by pro-
testant writers, who laid the cor-
ruptions of the church on its
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13. It might naturally be asked, whether fancy
and feeling were extinct among the people, though
a false taste might reign in the cloister. Yet it is
here that we find the most remarkable deficiency,
and could appeal scarce to the vaguest tradition,
or the most doubtful fragment, in witness of any
poetical talent worthy of notice, except a very
little in the Teutonic languages. The Anglo-
Saxon poetry has occasionally a wild spirit, rather
impressive, though it is often turgid and always

rude.

The Scandinavian, such as the well-known

ce. Yet there is an oppo-
site extreme into which those who
are disgusted with the common-
places of superficial writers some-
times run; an estimation of men
by their relative superiority above
ieirowntimes,eoasmf tI:
eir position in comparison wi
a ﬁxeﬁos’;andard.
An eminent living writer, who
has earriehc;;he pl;‘i‘lrosophy of ll:m-
y s, as far as any other,
m lst.:ly endeavoured, at consi-
derable length, to vindicate in some
measure the intellectual character
of this period. (Guizot, vol. ii.
p. 123—224.) It is with reluctance
that I ever differ from M. Guizot ;
but the adduced by him,
( ially if we exclude those of
the fifth centurl}l', the poems of
Avitus, and the homilies of Ceesa~
rius,) do not ap%ear adequate to
redeem the age by any signs of
genius they display. It must al-
ways be a question of degree; for
no one is absurd enough to deny
the existence of a relative supe-
riority of talent, or the power of
expressing moral emotions, as well
asrelating facts, with some warmth
and energy. The legends of saints,
an extensive though quite neglect-

ed portion of the literature of the
dar ngea, to which M. Guizot has
had the merit of directing our
attention, may probably contain
many , hike those he has
quoted, which will be read with
interest; and it is no more than
justice, that he has given them in
French, rather than in that halfe
barbarous Latin, which, though not
essential to the author’s mind,
never fails, like an unbecoming
dress, to show the gifts of nature
at a disadvantage. But the ques-
tions still recur : Is this in itself
excellent? Would it indicate,
wherever we should meet with it,
powers of a high order? Do we
not make a tacit allowance in read-
ing it, and that very largely, for the
mean condition in which we know
the human mind to have been
placed at the period ? Does it in-
struct us, or give us pleasure ?

In what M.Guizot has said of
thedmoral hinﬂuence of thlo:e le-
gends, in harmonising a lawless
barbarian race (p. 157.), I should
be sorry not to concur: it is a
striking instance of that candid
and catholic spirit with which he
has always treated the medieval
church. “

18
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song of Regner Lodbrog, if that be as old as the
period before us, which is now denied, displays a
still more poetical character. Some of the earliest
German poetry, the song on the victory of
Louis II1. over the Normans in 883, and, still more,
the poem in praise of Hanno, archbishop of
Cologne, who died in 1075, are warmly extolled
by Herder and Bouterwek.* In the Latin verse
of these centuries, we find, at best, a few lines
among many, which show the author to have
caught something of a classical style: the far
greater portion is very bad.t

14. The very imperfect state of language, as
an instrument of refined thought, in the transition
of Latin to the French, Castilian, and Italian
tongues, seems the best means of accounting in
any satisfactory manner for this stagnation of the
poetical faculties. The delicacy that distinguishes
in words the shades of sentiment, the grace that

* Herder, Zerstreute Blatter,
vol. v. cﬁ 169. 184. Heinsius,
Lehrbuch der Deutschen Sprach-
wissenschaft, iv. 29. Bouterwek,
Geschichte der Poesie und Bered-
samkeit, vol. ix. p. 78. 82. The
author is unknown; aber dem
unbekannten sichert sein werk die
unsterblichkeit, says the latter
critic. One might raise a question
asto the capacity of an anonymous
author to possess immortal fame.
Nothing equal to this poem, he
says, occurs in the earlier German
poetry: it is an outrouring of
genius, not without faults, but full
of power and feeling: the dialect
is still Frankish, but approaches to
Swabian. Herder calls it ¢ a truly
Pindaric song’ He has given
large extracts from it in the

volume above quoted, which glows
with his own fine sense of beauty.

+ Tiraboschi supposes Latin
versifiers to have n common
in Italy. Le Citta al pari che le
campagne risonavan di fversi. iii.
207

The specimens he afterwards
glroduces, p- 219., are miserable.

roswitha, abbess of Ganders-
heim, has, perhaps, the greatest
reputation among these Latin
poets. She wrote, in the tenth
century, sacred comedies in imi-
tation of Terence, which I have
not seen, and other poetry which

I saw many years since, and °

thought v bad. Alcuin has
now and then a Virgilian ca-
dence.
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brings them to the soul of the reader with the
charm of novelty united to clearness, could not be
attainable in a colloquial jargon, the offspring of
ignorance, and indeterminate possibly in its forms,
which those who possessed any superiority of edu-
cation would endeavour to avoid. We shall soon
have occasion to advert again to this subject.

15. At the beginning of the twelfth century,
we enter upon a new division in the literary history
of Europe. From this time we may deduce a line

of men, conspicuous, according to the standard .

of their times, in different walks of intellectual
pursuit, and the commencement of an interesting
period, the later Middle Ages; in which, though
ignorance was very far from being cleared away,
the natural powers of the mind were developed in
considerable activity. . We shall point out sepa-
rately the most important circumstances of this
progress ; not all of them concurrent in efficacy with
each other, for they were sometimes opposed, but
all tending to arouse Europe from indolence, and
to fix its attention on literature. These are, 1st.
The institution of universities, and the methods pur-
sued in them: 2d. The cultivation of the modern
languages, followed by the multiplication of books,
and the extension of the art of writing: 3d. The
investigation of the Roman law: And lastly, the
return to the study of the Latin language in its
ancient models of purity. We shall thus come
down to the fifteenth century, and judge better of
what is meant by the revival of letters, when we
apprehend with more exactness their previous
condition.

15
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16. Among the Carlovingian schools it is doubt-
ful whether we can reckon one at Paris; and
though there are some traces of public instruction
in that city about the end of the ninth century, it
is not certain that we can assume it to be more
ancient. For two hundred years more, indeed, it
can only be said, that some persons appear to have
come to Paris for the purposes of study.* The
commencement of this famous university, like that
of Oxford, has no record. But it owes its first re-
putation to the sudden spread of what is usually
called the scholastic philosophy.

17. There had been hitherto two methods of
treating theological subjects: one that of the
fathers, who built them on scripture, illustrated
and interpreted by their own ingenuity, and in
some measure also on the traditions and decisions
of the church; the other, which is said by the
Benedictines of St. Maur to have grown up about
the eighth century (though Mosheim seems to refer
it to the sixth), using the fathers themselves, that
is, the chief writers of the first six hundred years,
who appear now to have acquired that distinctive
title of honour, as authority, conjointly with scrip-
ture and ecclesiastical determinations, by means of
extracts or compends of their writings. Hence
about this time we find more frequent instances of
a practice which had begun before — that of pub-
lishing Loci communes or Catene patrum, being
only digested extracts from the authorities under

¢ Crevier, i. 13—175.
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systematic heads.*
usually called positive theology.

Both these methods were cHap.

17

I

18. The scholastic theology was a third method ; Scholastic

faith and reason; an endeavour to arrange the ortho-
dox system of the church, such as authority had
made it, according to the rules and methods of the
Aristotelian dialectics, and sometimes upon premises
supplied by metaphysical reasoning. Lanfranc and
Anselm made much use of this method in the
controversy with Berenger as to transubstantiation ;
though they did not carry it so far as their suc-
cessors in the next century.t The scholastic
philosophy seems chiefly to be distinguished from
this theology by a larger .infusion of metaphysical
reasoning, or by its occasional inquiries into sub-
jects not immediately related to revealed articles of
faith.t The origin of this philosophy, fixed by

theology of the church, which con-
sisted in establishing

* Fleury, 3me discours, p. 48.
:‘ ‘ rinci ‘y
the authority of the fathers, the

Ecelés. vol. xiii. 12mo ed.)
Litt. de la France, vii. 147.

Mosheim, in Cent. vi. et post.
Muratori, Antichitd Italiane, dis-
sert. xliii. p.610. In this dissert-
ation, it may be observed by the
way, Muratori gives the important
fragment of Caius, 8 Roman pres-
byter before the end of the second
century, on the canon of the New
Testament, which has not been
ed, as far as I know, by any
nglish writer, nor, which is more
remarkable, by Michaelis. It will
be found in Eichhorn, Einleitung
in das Neue Testament, iv. $5.
The Latinity is very indifferent for
the second century; yet it cannot
be much later, and may possibly
be sn of being a translation
from a Greek original.
Upon this great change in the

VOL. I.

reader may see M. Guizot, Hist.
de la Civilisation, iii. 121. There
seem to be but two causes for
this: the one, a consciousness of
ignorance and inferiority to men
of 3o much talent as Augustin and
a few others; the other, a con-
stantly growing jealousy of the
free exercise of reason,and a de-
termination to keep up unity of
doctrine.

4+ Hist. Litt. de la France, ubi
suprd. Tennemann, Manuel de
I'Hist. de la Philosophie, i. 332.
Crevier, i. 100.  Andrés, ii. 15.

1 A Jesuit of the sixteenth cen-
tury thus shortly and clearly dis-
tinguishes the positive from the
scholastic, and both from natural
or metaphysical theology. At nos

it was in its general principle, an alliance between f:ﬂm’ 4

origin.
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cHAP. Buhle and Tennemann in the ninth century, or the
age of Scotus Erigena, has been brought down by
Tiedemann, Meiners, and Hampden*, so low as
the thirteenth. But Roscelin of Compiegne, a
little before 1100, may be accounted so far the
founder of the schoolmen that the great celebrity
of their disputations, and the rapid increase of stu-
dents, is to be traced to the influence of his theo-
ries, though we have no proof that he ever taught
at Paris. Roscelin also, having been the first to re-

Roscelin,

theologiam scholasticam dicimus,
quee certiori methodo et rationi-
bus imprimis ex divina scriptura,
ac traditionibus seu decretis patrum
in conciliis definitis veritatem eruit,
ac discutiendo comprobat. Quod
cum in scholis precipue argumen-
tando comparetur, id nomen sortita
est. Quamobrem differt a po-
sitiva theologia, non re sed modo,
quemadmodum item alin ratione
non est eadem cum naturali theolo-
gia, quo nomine philosophi meta-

hysicen nominarunt.  Positiva
1gitur non ita res disputandas pro-
ponit, sed pene sententiam ratam
et firmam ponit, preecipue in pie-
tatem incumbens. Versatur autem
et ipsa in explicatione Scripture
sacree, traditionum, conciliorum et
sanctorum patrum. Naturalis porro
theologia Dei naturam per natura
argumenta et rationes inquirit,
cum supernaturalis, quam scholas-
ticam dicimus, Dei ejusdem natu-
ram, vim, proprietates, ceéeterasque
res divinas per ea principia ves-
tigat, quee sunt hominibus revelata
divinitas, Possevin, Bibliotheca
Selecta, 1. 3. c.i.

Both positive and scholastic
theology were much indebted to
Peter Lombard, whose Liber Sen-
tentiarum is a digest of propositions

extracted from the fathers, with no
attempt to reconcile them. It was
therefore a prodigious magazine of
arms for disputation.

* The first of these, according
to Tennemann, begins the list of
schoolmen with Hales; the two
latter agree in conferring that
honour on Albertus us.
Brucker inclines to Roscelin, and
has been followed by others. It
may be added, that Tennemann
divides the scholastic philosophy
into four periods, whic£ Roscelin,
Hales, Ockham, and the sixteenth
century terminate; and Buhle into
three, ending with Roscelin, Al-
bertus us, and the sixteenth
century. It is evident, however,
that, by beginning the scholastic
series with Roscelin, we exclude
Lanfranc and even Anselm; the
latter of whom was certainly a
deep metaphysician ; since to him
we owe the subtle argument for
the existence of a Deity, which
Des Cartes afterwards revived.
Buhle, 679. This argument was
answered at the time by one Gau-
nelo ; so that metaphysical reason-
ings were not unknown in the
;llgenth century. Tennemann,
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vive the famous question as to the reality of uni-
versal ideas, marks, on every hypothesis, a new
era in the history of that philosophy. The prin-
ciple of the schoolmen in their investigations was
the expanding, developing, and if possible illus-
trating and clearing from objection, the doctrines
of natural and revealed religion in a dialectical
method and by dint of the subtlest reasening.
The questions which we deem altogether meta-
physical, such as that concerning universal ideas,
became theological in their hands.*

19. Next in order of time to Roscelin came
William of Champeaux, who opened a school of
logic at Paris in 1109; and the university can
only deduce the regular succession of its teachers
from that time.t But his reputation was soon
eclipsed, and his hearers drawn away by a more
potent magician, Peter Abelard, who taught in
the schools of Paris in the second decad of the
twelfth century. Wherever Abelard retired, his
fame and his disciples followed him ; in the solitary
walls of the Paraclete, as in the thronged streets

* Brucker, though he contains
some useful extracts, and tolerable
views, was not well versed

in the scholastic writere. Meiners
(in his Comparison of the Middle
Ages) is rather superficial as to
their philosephy, but presents a
lively picture of the schoolmen in
relation to literature and manners.
He has also, in the Transactions
of the Gottingen Academy, vol. xii.
Pp- 26—47., given a succinct, but
valuable, sketch of the Nominalist
and Realist Controversy. Tenne-
mann, with whose Manuel de la
Philosophie alone I am conver-
sant, is supposed to have gone

very deegly into the subject in his

r history of philosophy.
Buhle appears superficial. Dr.,
Hampden, in his Life of Thomas
Aquinas, and view of the scholastic
philosophy, published in the En-
cyclopzdia Metropolitana, has the
merit of having been the only
Englishman, past or present, so
far as I know, since the revival of
letters, who has penetrated far into
the wilderness of scholasticism.
Mr. Sharon Turner has given'some
extracts in the fourth volume of
his History of England.

4+ Crevier, i. 8.

c 2
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cHAP. of the capitalL.* And the impulse given was so

Univer-
sities

powerful, the fascination of a science which now
appears arid and unproductive was so intense, that
from this time for many generations it continued
to engage the most intelligent and active minds.
Paris, about the middle of the twelfth century, in
the words of the Benedictines of St. Maur, to whom
we owe the Histoire Littéraire de la France, was
another Athens; the number of students (hyper-
bolically speaking, as we must presume) exceeding
that of the citizens. This influx of scholars in-
duced Philip Augustus, some time afterwards, to
enlarge the boundaries of the city; and this again
brought a fresh harvest of students, for whom, in
the former limits, it had been difficult to find
lodgings. Paris was called, as Rome had been,
the country of all the inhabitants’of the world, and
we may add, as, for very different reasons, it still
claims to be.t

20. Colleges with endowments for poor scholars
were founded in the beginning of the thirteenth
century, or even before, at Paris and Bologna, as
they were afterwards at Oxford and Cambridge, by
munificent patrons of letters; charters incorpor-
ating ¢he graduates and students collectively under
the name of universities were granted by sovereigns,
with privileges perhaps too extensive, but such as
indicated the dignity of learning, and the coun-
tenance it received.} It ought, however, to be

# Hist. Litt. de la France, Tiraboschi, &c. A University,

vol. xii. Brucker, iii. 750. universitas doctorum et schola-
+ Hist. Litt. de la France, ix. rium, was so called either from its
78. Crevier, i, 274. incorporation, or from its profess-

1 Fleury, xvii. 13,17, Crevier, ing to teach all subjects, as some
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remembered, that these foundations were not the
cause, but the effect of that increasing thirst for
knowledge, or the semblance of knowledge, which
had anticipated the encouragement of the great.
The schools of Charlemagne were designed to lay
the basis of a learned education, for which there
was at that time no sufficient desire.* But in the
twelfth century, the impetuosity with which men
rushed to that source of what they deemed wis-
dom, the great university of Paris, did not depend
upon academical privileges or eleemosynary sti-
pends, which came afterwards, though these were
undoubtedly very effectual in keeping it up. The
university created patrons, and was not created by
them. And this may be said also of Oxford and
Cambridge in their incorporate character, what-
ever the former may have owed, if in fact it owed
any thing, to the prophetic munificence of Alfred.
Oxford was a school of great resort in the reign of
Henry II., though its first charter was only granted
by Henry III. Its earlier history is but obscure,
and depends chiefly on a suspicious passage in
Ingulfus, against which we must set the absolute
silence of other writers.t It became in the thir-

have thought. Meiners, ii. 405.
Fleury, xvii. 15, This excellent
discourse of Fleury, the fifth,
relates to the ecclesiastical litera-
ture of the Jater middle nfa

- * These schools, established by
the Carlovingian princes in con-
vents and cathedrals, declined, as
it was natural to e: with the
rise of the universities. Meiners,
ii. 406. These of Paris, Oxferd,
and Bol contained many thou-
sand ts,

+ Giraldus Cambrensis, about
1180, seems the first unequivocal
witness to the resort of students
to Oxford, as an established seat
of instruction. But it is certain
that Vacarius read there on the
civil law in 1149, which affords a
presumption that it was as-
suming the character of a untver-
sity. John of Salisbury, I think,
does not mention it. In a former
work, I gave more credence to its
foundation by Alfred than I am

c 3
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teenth century second only to Paris in the multi-
tude of its students, and the celebrity of its
scholastic disputations. England indeed, and es-
pecially through Oxford, could show more names
of the first class in this line than any other
country.*

21. Andrés is inclined to derive the institution
of collegiate foundations in universities from the
Saracens. He finds no trace of these among the
ancients ; while in several cities of Spain, as Cor-
dova, Granada, Malaga, colleges for learned edu-
cation both existed and obtained great renown.
These were sometimes unconnected with each
other, though in the same city, nor had they, of
course, those privileges which were conferred in
Christendom. They were therefore more like
ordinary schools or gymnasia than universities;
and it is difficult to perceive that they suggested
any thing peculiarly characteristic of the latter
institutions, which are much more reasonably consi-

now inclined to do.

Bolognn, as world, or any place else, can do
well as Paris, was full of English

what the renowned Bellosite (Ox-

students about 1200. Meiners, ii.
428.
* Wood expatiates on what he
thought the glorious of the
university. “ What university I
ray can produce an invincible
es, an admirable Bacon, an
excellent well-grounded Middle-
ton, a subtle Scotus, an approved
Burley, a resolute Bacon:ﬂo a
singular Ockham, a solid and o
dustrious Holcot, and a profound
Bradwardin P all which persons
flourished within the compass of
one century. [doubt that neither
Paris, Bologna, or Rome, that
grand mistress of the Christian

ford) hath done. And without
doubt all impartial men may re-
ceive it for an undeniable truth,
that the most subtle arguing in
sehool divinity did take its beginning
in England and from Englishmen ;
and that also from thence it went
to Paris, and other parts of France,
and at length into Italy, Spain, and
other nations, as is by one ob-
served. 8o that though Italy
boasteth that Britain takes her
Christianity first from Rome, Eng-
land may truly maintain that from
her (immediately by France) Italy
first received her school divinity.”
Vol.i. p. 159. a. p. 1168.
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dered as the development of a native germ, planted CHAP.

by a few generous men, above all by Charlemagne, .

in that inclement season which was passing away.*
22. The institution of the Mendicant orders of

Scholastic
friars, soon after the beginning of the thirteenth l‘:",;',‘:,”‘""
century, caused a fresh accession, in enormous :i!mlffn'
numbers, to the ecclesiastical state, and gave en- Friars.

couragement to the scholastic philosophy. Less
acquainted, generally, with grammatical literature
than the Benedictine monks, less accustomed to
collect and transcribe books, the disciples of
Francis and Dominic betook themselves to dis-
putation, and found a substitute for learning in
their own ingenuity and expertness.t The greatest
of the schoolmen were the Dominican Thomas
Aquinas, and the Franciscan Duns Scotus. They
were founders of rival sects, which wrangled with
each other for two or three centuries. But the
authority of their writings, which were incredibly
voluminous, especially those of the formeri, im-
peded, in some measure, the growth of new
men ; and we find, after the middle of the four-
teenth century, a diminution of eminent names in
the series of the schoolmen, the last of whom, that
ismuch remembered in modern times, was William
Ockham.§ He revived the sect of the Nominal-

* Andrés, ii. 129.

Meiners, ii. 615. 629.

The works of Thomas Aqui-
nas are published in seventeen
volumes folio; Rome, 1570 : those
of Duns Scotus in twelve; Lyon,
1639, It is presumed that much
was taken down from their oral
lectures; some part of these vo-
lumes is of doubtful authenticity.
Meiners, i, 718. Biogr. Univ.

§ < In them (Scotus and Ock-
ham), and in the later schoolmen
generally, down to the period of
the reformation, there is more of
the parade of logic, a more formal
examination of arguments, a more
burthensome importunity of syllo-
gizing, with less of the philo-
sophical power of arrangement and
distribution of the subject dis-
cussed. The dryness again irre-

c 4
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ists, formerly instituted by Roscelin, and, with some
important variances of opinion, brought into credit
by Abelard, but afterwards overpowered by the
great weight of leading schoolmen on the opposite
side,—that of the Realists. The disciples of Ock-
ham, as well as himself, being politically connected
with the party in Germany unfavourable to the
high pretensions of the Court of Rome, though
they became very numerous in the universities,
passed for innovators in ecclesiastical, as well as
philosophical principles. Nominalism itself in-
deed was reckoned by the adverse sect cognate to
heresy. No decline however seems to have been
as yet perceptible in the spirit of disputation,
which probably, at the end of the fourteenth cen-
tury, went on as eagerly at Paris, Oxford, and
Salamanca, the great scenes of that warfare, as be-
fore ; and which, in that age, gained much ground
in Germany, through the establishment of several
universities.

23. Tennemann has fairly stated the good and
bad of the scholastic philosophy. It gave rise

le from the scholastic method
18 curried to excess in the later
writers, and perspicuity of style is
all er neglected.” Encyclo-

hered to it, and involved men of
fine genius, such s Aquinas him-
self, in the common reproach.

The barbarism of style, which

peedia Metropol. part xxxvii,
p- 805.

The introduction of this excess
of logical subtlety, carried to the
most trifling sophistry, is ascribed
by Meiners to Petrus Hispanus,

s Pope John XXI., who
died in 1271, ii. 705. Several
curious specimens of scholastic
folly are given by him in this
place. They brought a discredit
upon the name, which bas ad-

amounted almost to a new lan-
became more intolerable in
tus and his followers than it
had been in the older schoolmen.
Meiners, 722. It may be
in excuse of this, that wortgs are
meant to express precise ideas;
and that it é’u as impossible to
write metaphysies in good Latin, as
the modern naturalists have found
it to describe plants and animals,
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to a great display of address, subtlety, and sagacity cHAP.

in the explanation and distinction of abstract ideas, __~

but at the same time to many trifling and minute

speculations, to a contempt of positive and parti-

cular knowledge, and to much unnecessary re-

finement.* Fleury well observes, that the dry

technical style of the schoolmen, affecting a geo-

metrical method and closeness, is in fact more

prolix and tedious, than one more natural, from

its formality in multiplying objections and answers.+

And as their reasonings commeonly rest on disput-

able postulates, the accuracy they affect is of no sort

of value. But their chief offences were the

interposing obstacles to the revival of polite litera-

ture, and to the free expansion of the mind. Italy It prevails

was the land where the schoolmen had least in- piy,

fluence; many of the Italians who had a turn for

those discussions repaired to Parist, and it was

accordingly from Italy that the light of philological

learning spread over Europe. Public schools of

theology were not opened in Italy till after 1360. §

Yet we find the disciples of Averroes numerous in

the university of Padua about that time. :
24. II. The universities were chiefly employed Literature

upon this scholastic theology and metaphysics, with langusges.

the exception of Bologna, which dedicatedits atten-

tion to the civil law, and of Montpelier, already

famous as a school of medicine. The laity in gene-

ral might have remained in as gross barbarity as be-

fore, while topics so removed from common utility

% Manuel de la Philosophie, i. Tiraboschi, v. 115.

337. Eichhorn, ii. 396. Id. 137. 160. De Sade, Vie de
+ See 5me discours, xviis 30— Petrarque, iiis 757.

§0.
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were treated in an unknown tongue. We must
therefore look to the rise of a truly native litera-
ture in the several languages of western Europe,
as a more essential cause of its intellectual im-
provement; and this will render it necessary to
give a sketch of the origin and early progress of

‘those languages and that new literature.

25. No one can require to be informed, that the
Italian, Spanish, and French languages are the
principal of many dialects deviating from each
other in the gradual corruption of the Latin, once
universally spoken by the subjects of Rome in her
western provinces. They have undergone this
process of change in various degrees, but always
from similar causes; partly from the retention of
barbarous words belonging to their aboriginal lan-
guages, or the introduction of others through the
settlement of the northern nations in the empire ;
but in a far greater proportion, from ignorance of
grammatical rules, or from vicious pronunciation
and orthography. It has been the labour of many
distinguished writers to trace the source and chan-
nels of these streams which have supplied both
the literature and the common speech of the south
of Europe; and perhaps not much will be here-
after added to researches which, in the scarcity of
extant documents, can never be minutely success-
ful. Du Cange, who led the wayin the admirable
preface to his Glossary; Le Beeuf, and Bonamy,
in several memoirs among the transactions of the
Academy of Inscriptions about the middle of the
last century ; Muratori, in his 32d, 33d, and 40th
dissertation on Italian antiquities; and, with
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more copious evidence and successful industry
than any other, M. Raynouard, in the first and
sixth volume of his Choix des Poesies des Trou-
badours, have collected as full a history of the form-
ation of these languages as we could justly require.

26. The pure Latin language, as we.read it in
the best ancient authors, possesses a complicated
syntax, and many elliptical modes of expression
which give vigour and elegance to style, but are
not likely to be readily caught by the people. 1If,
however the citizens of Rome had spoken it with
entire purity, it is to be remembered, that Latin,
in the later times of the republic, or under the
empire, was not like the Greek of Athens, or
the Tuscan of Florence, the idiom of a single
city, but a language spread over countries in
which it was not originally vernacular, and imposed
by conquest upon many parts of Italy, as it was
afterwards upon Spain and Gaul. Thus we find
even early proofs, that solecisms of grammar, as
well as barbarous phrases, or words unauthorised
by use of polite writers, were very common in
Rome itself; and in every succeeding generation,
for the first centuries after the Christian @ra, these
became more frequent and inevitable. A vulgar
Roman dialect, called quotidianus by Quintilian,
pedestris by Vegetius, usualis by Sidonius, is re-
cognised as distinguishable from the pure Latinity
to which we give the name of classical. But the
more ordinary appellation of this inferior Latin
was ruslicus ; it was the country language or
patois, corrupted in every manner, and from the
popular want of education, incapable of being re-

2y

CHAP

Corruption
of collo-
qmnl Latin
in the
lower

empire.




28

LITERATURE OF EUROPE

CHAP. stored, because it was not perceived to be errone-

ous.* Whatever may have been the case before
the fall of the Western Empire, we have reason to
believe that in the sixth century the colloquial
Latin had undergone, at least in France, a con-
siderable change even with the superior class of
ecclesiastics. Gregory of Tours confesses that he
was habitually falling into that sort of error, the
misplacing inflexions and prepositions, which con-
stituted the chief original difference af the rustic
tongue from pure Latinity. In the opinion in-
deed of Raynouard, if we take his expressions in
their natural meaning, the Romance language, or
that which afterwards was generally called Pro-
vengal, is as old as the establishment of the Franks
in Gaul. But this is perhaps not reconcileable
with the proofs we have of a longer continuance
of Latin. In Italy it seems probable that the
chang